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Appositives: A tricky name for a simple concept

Target Audience/Needs: This is a middle school classroom (7th or 8th grade) in a suburban community.  Their families are middle to upper class and in most households both parents work full time.  The school is a pretty diverse mix of all ethnicities.  The class is about half boys/half girls.  
Placement in Lesson/Unit: This mini lesson is part of a small grammar unit.  We have already gone over nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives. Earlier in class today we went over comma and colon usage to scaffold this mini lesson on appositives. 
Issues for observation: Watch for ums when presenting the lesson, establishing eye contact with all students and clear explanation of the concept. 

Objectives: Students will:


1. Learn what an appositive is and how to punctuate it.


2. Learn why appositives are necessary in writing


3. Practice finding appositives in sentences 


4. Practice writing their own sentences containing appositives 
Materials Needed: Sunglasses Handout, Appositives handout, pencil/pen 
Introduction: (1 min) Explain how this lesson will connect to the comma lesson just taught. Hand out the Sunglasses paragraph to each student. 

Activity: (3-4 minutes) First have the students read the altered version of Sunglasses. Once the students have finished reading, ask what is missing. After this, have them read the unaltered version of Sunglasses and point out (highlight/underline) what has been added. Explain that this is why we need appositives. 
Presentation: (2 minutes) Ask the students what they think an appositive is based on the activity they have just done. Once a few students have given their definition, give them a standard definition to write down. Next, provide them with a few examples. 

Assessment: (2 minutes) Ask the students to work on the handout. Go over a few as a class to make sure they are getting the idea.

Summary: (1 minute) Answer any questions and assign the homework.

Assignment: Create 10 sentences and identify the appositive. Explain what the appositive does for the sentences.  
Borrowed and Adapted from The English Teacher’s Companion (Third Edition) By Jim Burke 


